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Thy service even her husband must attend:

(A husband is a most convenient friend.)             650

Seat the fool cuckold in the highest place,

And with thy garland his dull temples grace.

Whether below or equal in degree,

Let him be lord of all the company,

And what he says, be seconded by thee.              655

Tis  common to deceive  through friendship's

name;

But, common though it be, 'tis still to blame:
Thus factors frequently their trust betray,

And to themselves their masters' gains convey.
Drink to a certain pitch, and then give o'er;       660
Thy tongue and  feet may stumble, drinking
more,

Of drunken quarrels in her sight beware;

Pot-valour only serves to fright the fair.

Eurytion justly fell, by wine opprest,

For his rude riot at a wedding-feast                     665

Sing, if you have a voice; and show your parts

In dancing, if endued with dancing arts.

Do anything within your power to please;

Nay, even affect a seeming drunkenness:

Clip every word; and if by chance you speak     670

Too home, or if too broad a jest you break,

In your excuse the company will join,

And lay the fault upon the force of wine.

True drunkenness is subject to offend ;

But when 'tis feigned, 'tis oft a lover's friend.      675

Then safely you may praise her beauteous face,

And call him happy, who is in her grace.

Her husband thinks himself the man designed;

But curse the cuckold in your secret mind.

When all are risen, and prepare to go,                 680

Mix with the crowd, and tread upon her toe.

This is the proper time to make thy court;

For now she 9s in the vein, and fit for sport